OXYGENE8: Freak of Chance
2007 (CD EP, 22:48); Independent release

Style: Progressive rock

Sound: 4   Composition: 4   Musicianship: 4

Performance: 4    Total Rating: 16

     The only thing wrong with this disc is that there’s not

enough of it!  Featuring Linda Cushma on Chapman Stick, loops 

and vocals plus a host of others (including a guest cameo by 
Tony Levin on bass), Oxygene8 spins sexily exotic tunes that 
pulse and flow with delightful melodies and rich instrumental 
texturing.

     I’m charmed by what Cushma has wrought with Freak of 
Chance.  She has a popster’s knack for alluring tunecraft (“Close 
Your Eyes,” “Don’t Look Down”) but then swathes it all in mind-
bending Stick and ensemble work that shouts prog from all 
corners.  The overall effect is at once smoothly, viscerally pleasing 
and cognitively stimulating.  Hitting you simultaneously on more 
than one level – that’s what good progressive music does. 

     Kudos to Claudio Cordero for his warmly distinctive guitar 
playing, and to all seven contributors for their bits on the 
rhythmically catchy but sublimely odd closing mélange, “Poetica 

Reprise.”
     Consider me suitably primed for the next full-length Oxygene8 

effort which hopefully comes soon. – John Collinge
